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BOURNE WATER DISTRICT COMMISSIONER’S MEETING SEPT. 9, 2020 

The meeting was duly posted. 

The meeting was called to order at 8:30 am by Commissioner Brian Handy.  Present: Commissioners 

Brian Handy and Peter Way, Superintendent, Robert Prophett, Clerk/Treasurer, Nancy Ward, Treasurer in 

Training, Jennifer Kelson, and Kristen Berger of Resilient CE. The meeting was held at the Bourne Water 

District Shop Garage.  

The commissioners approved and signed the minutes of the August 11, 2020 meeting, and the August 

commitments and abatements.  

RISK ASSESSMENT REPORT – KRISTEN BERGER 

Kristen Berger presented the Risk Assessment Report. She explained that the assessment is required by 

AWIA (America’s Water Infrastructure Act). She stated that Bourne Water is in good shape in terms of 

natural hazards. Mr. Prophett explained to the Board that the next step is to complete an online 

certification. Mr. Handy asked if the Co-op has to do their own assessment report.  Ms. Berger explained 

that they do if they have more than 3,500 customers.  Ms. Berger said that we will need to recertify online 

every five years and update our report for any changes.  

With there being no further questions, Ms. Berger concluded her presentation.  

STEVE MELE – OTIS PARK – RHINO LININGS 

Mr. Prophett explained that Steve Mele approached the District about a year ago about proposed sites for 

his business Rhino Linings.  The proposed locations included a site on MacArthur Blvd and a location on 

Barlow’s Landing. Mr. Prophett reminded the Board that we had given him the okay to proceed with 

either of those two locations. Mr. Mele’s plans have since changed, and he is now looking to purchase the 

old Honeydew Donuts location on McArthur Blvd. Mr. Prophett said that he sees no downside to this.  

Mr. Mele is requesting that we update his letter of acceptance to reflect this new location. The Board 

agreed to update the letter. 

PHILLIP COTO PROPOSED ANTENNA LEASE ON SOUTH SAGAMORE TANK 

Mr. Prophett explained that Mr. Coto expressed some concern regarding access to the tank. Access 

involves an easement from Eversource. Verizon said they will work with Eversource.  Mr. Prophett stated 

that there was question regarding if an RFP is needed in order to proceed with the lease. Both Mr. 

Prophett and Mrs. Ward shared the opinion that an RFP is not necessary but Mrs. Ward said that she 

would look into it to confirm.  

FREE CASH CERTIFICATION 

Mrs. Ward stated that free cash was certified by the DOR in the amount of $1,014,646.  She also 

informed the Board that Bob Bliss, the District’s auditor, had retired. She let the Board know that the 

District is now using Korby & Lague. They agreed to do the fiscal audit for the same price of 7k. 
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Superintendents Report – 9 September 2020 
 
I have been contacted by Mass DEP asking us to participate in a free round of sampling for PFOS. The 
sampling will be free however if there are any detects we do get held to them. I emailed you a form and 
we have time so look it over and we can chat next month. 
 
I had brought it up last time that the communication radios that we used are out of date and beginning to 
become problematic with dropping signals and not communicating fast enough so that the stations alarm 
out. The recommendation from Joe Kraul is to get new updated radios as is it from the other two SCADA 
guys I have run it by Cape Electronics and Dominic. They are about 2000 per radio and we need 13. My 
plan is to get them and have them installed by Joe. 
 
 
Ford and I have talked with Nextgrid and Phil. Ford is working on the Lease with them and they have 
also asked if we could fill out an application for a DPU number which we do not currently have. Ford is 
saying that it should not be a big deal it just shows that the land they are leasing is public. 
 

The meeting adjourned at 9:30 am. 

 

        Respectfully submitted, 
 
        _____________________ 
        Nancy Ward, District Clerk 
 
Approved by: 
Board of Water Commissioners 
 
______________________________ 
Brian S. Handy, Chairman 
 
______________________________ 
Peter R. Way 


